THE MEANS OF  LIFE

And to feed the yards her rivers were filled with
timber floating seawards from the more access-
ible woods.12

This sea-borne trade was paid for by a heavy
price in human suffering. The merchant cap-
tains and seamen who trafficked with the Mediter-
ranean ports took their lives in their hands, and
suffered more perils than those of the Atlantic
waves. From Sallee, Algiers and Tripoli issued
the Moorish corsairs, with whose governments
the English Crown lived at best in a state of
precarious peace, and whose swift vessels were
a match for all but the strongest of merchantmen*
Many English seamen captured by them passed
the remainder of their lives in loathsome captivity.
Others after years were ransomed by the funds
raised by the charitable in England for the
redemption of slaves. So a tender-hearted gentle-
man wrote to the Secretary of the Admiralty
to tell him how Captain Spurrill, who had
endured nine years cruel usage at Tangier, had
been redeemed by his efforts. "And now this
poor suffering man is free/' he added, "if you
will thrust him into his majesty's service that
he may know how to live, I will publish your
generosity to everybody/'

Of the   freights   that   English   ships   bore
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